
 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF MARGARET S. CHIN  
 

250 Broadway, Suite 1882 

New York, NY 10007 

 

**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE**                                                                                        FEBRUARY 7, 2016 

 
Contact: Paul Leonard (212) 788-7259, pleonard@council.nyc.gov 

  

COUNCIL VOTES TO CO-NAME BOWLING GREEN 

‘EVACUATION DAY PLAZA’ 
Official designation marks important date in New York’s Revolutionary War history 

 
FINANCIAL DISTRICT – Council Member Margaret Chin (D-Lower Manhattan) hailed the 

City Council’s vote on Friday to officially co-name Bowling Green, “Evacuation Day Plaza,” 

marking a holiday with tremendous importance to the history of Lower Manhattan, the City, and 

the entire nation.  

 

“Celebrated by New Yorkers for more than a century, Evacuation Day symbolized the triumph 

of liberty, self-determination, and democracy over the forces of tyranny,” said Council Member 

Chin. “It is my hope that with this official designation, Evacuation Day will again take its 

rightful place in the rich and colorful history of our City, which played such a vital role in the 

great American experiment that continues today.”  

 

On Nov. 25, 1783, General Washington rode his horse down Broadway to Bowling Green as the 

last of the British occupying force boarded ships back to England. That date, known thereafter as 

Evacuation Day, ended a brutal 7-year occupation of much of Manhattan Island and Brooklyn by 

British forces.  

 

For more than a century, Evacuation Day was a major holiday in New York City, marked with 

festivals and parades. Despite its diminished popularity, Evacuation Day remains a pivotal date 

in Revolutionary American history, of which New York played a central role.  

 

"Council Member Margaret Chin's determination to make sure Evacuation Day Plaza would be 

approved by the City Council made all the difference and everyone who cares about Lower 

Manhattan and New York City should applaud her for doing so. I would also like to thank her 

Council colleagues and the Speaker for ensuring that this important day in New York City 

history will never be forgotten,” said Arthur Piccolo, co-founder of the Lower Manhattan 

Historical Society and chairman of the Bowling Green Civic Association. 

 

“We are extremely gratified that the Council has approved the co-naming of Evacuation Day 

Plaza. We would like to thank Council Member Chin and her staff for their work on behalf of the 

people of Lower Manhattan and the whole City. We think this is a great forward step in 

educating the people of Lower Manhattan and all New Yorkers about this very important holiday 

and the City’s Revolutionary War history,” said James Kaplan, co-founder and president of 

the Lower Manhattan Historical Society.  

 



“Thanks to the tireless work of our community, dedicated activists, and elected officials, 

Evacuation Day Plaza is now a reality. I would like to thank the Bowling Green Civic 

Association, the Lower Manhattan Historical Society, and Council Member Chin for helping to 

make this co-naming possible,” said Catherine McVay Hughes, chair of Manhattan 

Community Board 1.  
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